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The Phoenix Messenger 

Southeast Elementary Campus   9711 Academy Drive SE  Calgary, AB   T2J 1A9    
Phone:  258-2728    Fax:  258-2701 

“ A   M A T T E R   O F   P R I N C I P A L ”  
By  Denise Budgen, Principal Educator 

Our MISSION at FFCA is: 

“To provide a safe and caring 
environment where academic 
excellence, character develop-

ment, parental involvement and 
staff leadership are valued and 

fostered.” 

Our VISION at FFCA is: 

“Excellence in student      
achievement and character      

development through distinctive  
teaching and learning.” 

Diversity: Colours of the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We can imagine a world without colour. Some of us even remember the 
days when television was exclusively black and white.  Even when colour 
was limited to two polar opposites there were infinite shades of gray 
enough to render any image imaginable—perfectly.  Colour, all the hues 
of the rainbow and beyond, makes our world a more beautiful place.    
Colours impact our mood. We use colours to communicate solidarity 
such as school colours and sport team colours.  Sometimes colours get 
labelled as being only for a specific group for boys or girls, for a purpose 
of celebration or morning, as having a specific meaning luck or misfor-
tune. A colour is just a specific light frequency with a name but colours 
are powerful and wonderful all the same. 
 
As we continue our focus on Diversity we will be learning to appreciate 
all of the colours of the world and all the shades that people come in.  No 
two skin tones are completely alike.  School council has generously    
purchased Colours of the World crayons for each student. We will be   
using them to celebrate our own unique colours and all the many shades 
of colour that skin comes in.   
 
We will also learn to be more inclusive in our colours. Pink is not just for 
girls nor is blue just for boys. Red can be a colour of good fortune or a 
dire warning.  We will learn to see beyond colour to the person under that 
beautiful skin.  
 
Everything important happens on the inside of a person and it is 
time for us to get to know each other better while celebrating  all of 
our beautiful differences. 

Look inside for  

a checklist  

of ideas  

for the whole family. 
 

Take the Great Kindness 

Challenge for a day or a 

week or even the whole 

month. 
 

Be Kind whenever possible. 
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ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS 

Our reputation in the Acadia community matters…to me, to our staff and to  FFCA as a 

whole. 

Despite my repeated pleas for cooperation from our SEE drivers, the problem of parking 

and idling unlawfully persists. Slight inconsistent improvement is not enough to satisfy 

our neighbors.  

If you belong to Facebook, you may be aware that these complaints have been posted 

there and have received over a 100 comments. 

We say we are a character school but some of our actions say otherwise.   

We continue to work actively with several city departments to resolve this issue but I 

suspect this very public display of disregard for our neighbors and valuing our personal 

convenience over safety and lawfulness will be difficult to overcome.  

To those individuals who have been acting respectfully and lawfully, thank you! Unfor-

tunately for all of us, we have been over shadowed by a persistent few. Please remember 

that our actions speak loudly and plainly to the community. Someone is always watch-

ing so integrity is essential. Let’s work together to change the message.  

Thank you.  
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Pink Shirt Day: Lift Each Other Up! 
 

On Wednesday, February 23, 2022, schools across Canada will acknowledge Pink Shirt Day and its 
anti-bullying message. FFCA will be encouraging all staff and students K-12 to wear a pink shirt 
along with their uniform bottoms to school. Last year, our hallways were extra bright and 
cheerful as most students and staff found some kind of pink shirt to wear.   

 
Creating inclusive cultures where students feel welcome and respected 
is not achieved by changing the colour of our shirt or by having one  
special day a year to talk about being respectful and kind to our peers.   
Communities of care are built one moment at a time from the first bell of 
the school year to the last good-bye in June. They are created or dimin-
ished daily by the choices each of us make in the moment. 
 
Every day brings opportunities to express care and concern, as well as 
chances to be impatient, selfish or sometimes just plain mean. The com-
munity of caring that exists at FFCA is a collaborative effort and shared 
responsibility. Anytime a student or adult does not do everything they 
can to be helpful, respectful or kind, we are all diminished.  

 
Pink Shirt Day cannot end bullying, only strong character and strong caring communities can 
do that. In fact, that is the message of the day, stand with each other and lift each other up.  
 
So here’s to the visionary parents who over 20 years ago imagined a public school where  
students and staff work everyday in a transparently respectful, accountable and caring  
community that is laser focused on learning and character development—FFCA.  
 
I hope some day we won’t need a PINK SHIRT DAY but until then FFCA is  happy to add a  
special colour to our school colours, once a year, the  national colour for kind, caring, and  
respectful brave school communities—PINK! 
 

Students and staff are invited to wear a pink shirt  
with their uniform bottoms on February 23rd.  

It is not a casual day. 
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Hi SEE Families, 

 

I greet our grade 4 students every day in the morning, it is one of my favorite parts of the day.  It 

is such a great way to start my day and check in with each of them.  I love a good sunrise so I 

will often remind them to look at the sky, or the moon and they take the time to appreciate the 

beautiful sky, or how neat the moon looks on that particular morning.   

 

This week, I had a student go around the corner so fast to tell me that I “had to go around the 

corner” so that I could see the sunrise that the school was blocking from my view.  I went to look 

and it was a spectacular pink sky.  Even more importantly it reminded me that this particular  

student knew how much I would appreciate the sunrise that they had to come running to tell me 

to look at how beautiful it was.  

 

This was a prime example of how sometimes when we say things to children we don’t know if we 

are getting through, or they are hearing us, or if, maybe we are planting a seed.  I hope for years 

to come our grade 4 students will look at the sunrise and remember to always take the time to 

appreciate nature’s beauty.  I hope that this reminds all of you to take a minute and look at a 

beautiful sunrise, sunset, or the moon a little longer.  

 
Anna Hodgson  
Youth Development Counsellor  
403.258.2728 ext 4247 
anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com 

mailto:anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com
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School Council News Continued 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 8 

 

SEE PHOENIX MESSENGER FEBRUARY 2022 

Family Literacy Day – January 27th 
 

Family Literacy Day  takes place every January 27 t h to raise 

awareness about the importance of reading and engaging 

in other literacy-related activities as a family. Since 1999, 

thousands of schools, libraries, literacy organizations and 

other community groups have taken part in the initiative. 

ABC creates free learning and promotional resources for 

anyone that wants to get involved. Taking time every day 

to read or do a learning activity with children is crucial to a 

child ’s development, improving a child ’s literacy skills  

 dramatically, and can help a parent improve their skills as well.  

 

Family Literacy Day 2022 
Theme: Learning in the Great Outdoors  

Spending time in nature provides many benefits, not 

just for bodies, but for minds too. This year, get outside 

and exercise both your mind and body together as a 

family. You can make outdoor time fun family learning 

time all while enjoying the wonders of Canada ’s Great 

Outdoors! 
 
 

Janet Gabel 
Library Technician 
Foundations for the Future Charter Academy 
Southeast Elementary 
403-258-2728 
South Middle School 
403-259-3175 
Janet.gabel@ffca-calgary.com 
 

“What you do makes a difference and you have to decide 

What kind of difference you want to make”   Jane Goodall 

mailto:Janet.gabel@ffca-calgary.com
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Spring Concert Announcement 

It is with heavy hearts that we are announcing the cancellation of 
our annual Spring Concert scheduled 
for March 1, 2022 due to current AHS 
Covid regulations.  We hope to see 
everyone at the next Spring Concert 
which is tentatively scheduled for 
March, 2023. 
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What’s happening at SEE In February . . . 

    
17th & 18th  Professional Development  - No School 
 
21st    Family Day   -  No School 
 
16th to 25th  Family LogIn  - Closed to Parents 
 
22nd to 25th  Fun Lunch  -  A&W: 

  22nd—Grade 1 
  23th—Grade 2 
  24th—Grade 3 
  25th—Grade 4 

 
23rd    PINK Shirt Day 
    Christopher Cool—Magic Show 6pm 
 
25th    CASUAL DAY:  
                                  Theme “Sharing Our Stories—We are Unique Day” 
 
28th to March 11th Re-Registration for next year in Family LogIn 

BOARD UPDATE 
 

The FFCA Board is excited to welcome back Jenny Hill for another three-year term as well as 

the new Board members, Ketan Lakhani and Gopal Krishan Saini.   The new Board will 

be meeting in  January for Board training and to assign roles and responsibilities to the various 

positions and committees of the Board.    

 

The Board, in partnership with New West Public Affairs, continues to actively engage the  

Government of Alberta to influence the upcoming provincial budget to achieve equitable funding 

for our students.  Additionally, there has been more progress on the new North High School  

development as heavy equipment is now on site and the process of demolition and construction 

have officially begun!  

 

We always welcome and invite feedback and questions from our Society.  Please connect with us 

at board@ffca-calgary.com and join us at the next public board meeting on January 26th via Zoom 

at 6:30PM.  
 

mailto:board@ffca-calgary.com
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

 2022 - 2023  

ONLINE RE-REGISTRATION 

FEBRUARY 28th – MARCH 11th, 2022 
 

Family LogIn will be closed to all parents from  

February 16th to February 25th, 2022. 

 

 SEE BOOK FAIR 
 

Come join the Scholastic Book Fair In-person  
(students only) 

 & Virtual Book Fair  
at SEE school library & online  

 February 28-March 13, 2022 
 

Students will get to preview the fair during class time only between February 28 – 
March 10, but we would encourage parents to join us during the Virtual Book Fair 
open until March 13th. 
 
NO in-school purchasing will be allowed, so please Do Not send money as  
orders will only be on-line through the Virtual Book Fair link.  Watch Edsby for the 
announcements and link. 
 
Did you know that for every $10 you spend at the Fair, up to $6 goes directly 
back to our school? Your support of this virtual literary fundraiser is key to our 
obtaining new books and resources for our library. 
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